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This seminar is of interest to staff who work with or who are new to collaborative frameworks, and will 
include presentations, case studies and interactive opportunities. 
 

“Where a provider works in partnership with other organisations, it has in place effective 
arrangements to ensure that the standards of its awards are credible and secure irrespective of 
where or how courses are delivered or who delivers them” – UK Quality Code  

With collaborative partnerships continuing to be tightly scrutinised, this seminar aims to illustrate why 

collaborative frameworks are built the way that they are. Three Universities will explain different aspects 

of working with collaborative arrangements. London Southbank University will cover the knowledge 

needed to understand collaborative arrangements. The Open University will talk about the setting up of a 

partnership and what could possibly go wrong. The University of Essex will outline how academic 

partnerships are maintained so that they stand the test of time.  

 
 
PROGRAMME 
 
10.30  Registration and Coffee 
 
11.00  Welcome and introduction 

Dr Steven Quigley, Registrar, Regent’s University; Claire Nixon, Head of Quality and 
Development and Deputy Director of Academic Services, University of Essex 

 
11.15 Is this a collaboration?  

Sally Skillett-Moore, Deputy Director, Academic Quality and Enhancement, London 
Southbank University 
 
Overview: This session will cover the basics.  What do we mean by collaboration, 

particularly in terms of quality assurance? We will also cover types of collaborations, where 

to find information, use of the QAA Quality Code, who in your institution is responsible for 

the different aspects and terminology used. 

 
12.10 Setting up an academic partnership – what can possibly go wrong? 

Dr Suzanna Tomassi, Deputy Director, Open University Validation Partnerships 
 



 
 
 

 

Overview: There is a multitude of different approaches to setting up academic 
partnerships. This session will look at some key elements of the initial approval stage that 
all universities should consider while developing their collaborative portfolio, from 
identifying prospective partners, strategic match and reasons for involvement to staffing, 
finances, legal, due diligence, marketing and advertising. 
 

13.00  Lunch and networking 
 
14.00 Standing the test of time:  maintaining a partnership 

Claire Nixon, Head of Quality and Development and Rachel Frost, Senior Partnerships 
Manager, University of Essex  
 
Overview: Following the initial buzz of activity and excitement in setting up a new 
partnership, how do you ensure that the arrangements and frameworks you have put in 
place are maintained? And how does the partnership continue to develop and evolve when 
circumstances change?  In this session we look at the factors involved in maintaining a 
partnership over time. We will explore, via a number of case studies, potential scenarios 
that can arise after a partnership has been in place for several years.    
 
 

14.50  Plenary and panel discussion  
Today’s speakers and host 
 
This session will be an open question and answer opportunity for you to raise any 
outstanding questions from the earlier sessions.  

 
 
15.30  Close 
 


