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University Partnerships in new world  

20 & 21 September 2018, The Hilton Nottingham Hotel 
  

 
Day 1 – Thursday 20 September 

 
 
 
12.00 – 13.15                                          Arrival, registration and lunch 

13.15 – 
14.00 

Mr. Jack Smith 
Senior Higher Education 
Policy Adviser 
Office for Students 

The new regulatory environment 
 
The Office for Students was established in April 2018 and is in its 
early days of operation.  This session will give attendees the 
opportunity to learn more about the approach of the OfS, what we 
now know about registered providers and the work it intends to 
do on validation arrangements across the sector. 

14.00 -
14.45 

Mr. Douglas Blackstock 
Chief Executive, 
QAA  

Carry on Abroad: quality, international reputation and UK TNE 
 
This session will discuss the strategic and financial importance of 
UK TNE, maintaining confidence in its quality and reputation, and 
some of the opportunities and challenges for the future. 

14.45-
15.30 

Dr Diana Beech 
Policy Adviser to Sam 
Gyimah MP, Minister of 
State for Universities, 
Science, Research and 
Innovation 

A broad overview of the policy challenges the HE sector will be 
facing 

 

 
Refreshment break 

 
15.50 -
16.35 

Celia Partridge 
Assistant Director, 
Mobility & Partnerships  
Universities UK 
International 

Facts, figures and the future: where next for TNE? 
 
The UK is delivering TNE programmes in more countries than ever 
before, and TNE student numbers continue to rise. This session 
will take a look at some of the latest data on higher education’s 
TNE landscape, explore which countries may provide the greatest 
potential for partnerships, consider where the challenges lie and 
share how UUKi are working with institutions and beyond to 
unlock opportunities around the world. 

16.35-
17.20 

William Hammonds 
Policy Officer 
Universities UK 

Implementing the higher education and research act 
 
This session will review the Act, how this has been translated into 
the Office for Students Regulatory framework and its wider 
implications, including the focus on student outcomes, choice and 
competition and the strategic questions facing institutions. 

 
Session end 

 
19.00 – 22.00                                                           AGM and Dinner 

 
  



 
Day 2 - Friday 21 September 

 
 
08.30 – 09.00                            Arrival and Registration (for Day Two attendees) 
 
9:00 – 
9.45  

Professor Alistair Fitt  
Vice Chancellor  
Oxford Brookes University 

UK HE TNE - developing a global success story 
 
UK TNE has largely been a success story, and after Brexit we have 
even higher hopes for this endeavour. But how does TNE work in 
other nations and how does the UK do it best? What are the main 
barriers to growth and what will motivate UK HEIs to invest time, 
money and effort into ensuring that we remain the world's most 
successful TNE nation? 

9:45  -
10.30  

Dr. Paul Greatrix 
Registrar 
University of Nottingham 

We’re all doomed! An upbeat assessment of the future of UK HE 
 
In this session the speaker will cover some of the current 
challenges facing the sector from Brexit to the funding review, 
explore possible scenarios for the future and present some of the 
reasons why there are grounds for optimism about the future. 

 
10.30 – 10.50                                                  Refreshment break 

 
10:50 – 
11.35 
 

Dr. Carmen Neghina 
Head of Intelligence 
Studyportals 

Data-based predictions: EU student recruitment to post-Brexit 
UK 
 
This session will have a look at student online search behaviour 
and its predictions for future enrolments in the UK from European 
countries. EU and non-EEA student interest in UK universities has 
declined when compared to levels of interest in studying in other 
EU nations. However, that’s just the broadest picture. Dig deeper 
into the data at country and discipline level and things get more 
interesting.  This session will explore recruitment trends using 
Studyportals’ data, based on the search activities of over 29 
million prospective students annually, who aim to enrol on 
average 12-18 months into the future. Using interactive 
dashboards we will examine the type of live data which can inform 
universities’ student recruitment strategies, and potentially 
discover opportunities for (new) higher education programmes. 

11:35 – 
12.20  

Professor Jeremy Carrette  
Dean for Europe 
University of Kent 

Education as Relation: Brexit and the ‘UK’s European University’ 
 
The presentation will explore ‘education as transnational relation’ 
within a Brexit context. It will outline the University of Kent’s 
European Centres in Brussels, Paris, Rome and Athens and show 
how these centres are responding to the uncertainties of the UK’s 
exit from the EU. Reflecting on 20 years of delivering postgraduate 
courses in Europe at the University of Kent, the presentation will 
show how the transnational educational landscape in Europe 
requires the establishment of dynamic delivery platforms to 
overcome political and economic changes. It will assert the value 
of ‘education as relation’ as the defining feature of the post-Brexit 
world. 

12.20 – 
13.05 

Ms Smita Jamdar  
Head of Education 
Shakespeare Martineau 

Surveying the landscaping: The New World of HE 
 
The session will review the latest legal and policy developments in 
HE and highlight key issues for institutions. 

 
13.05                                                                    Lunch & leave 

 


